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 Host 
Club:  

Erie County Conservation Society 
13319 Miller Ave. in Chaffee NY 14030 

  
Meeting Order  

• Silence all electronic devices and phones. 
• Pledge to the Flag 
• Roll Call of Officers: 

o President Jack Coad 
o 1st V. President Ken Delano 
o 2nd V. President Joe Fischer 

o Treasurer Dave Rosner 
o Recording Secretary Rich Davenport 
o Corresponding Secretary Diane Steel 
o Membership Secretary Joe McAdams 
o Sergeant at Arms Tom Fischer 

 
Excused/Absent:  

Excused   

Absent   

Quorum of member clubs:  
Section-6. A Quorum: A quorum at a meeting of the voting members shall consist of twenty-five 
(25) per cent of the voting members in good standing. Voting members in good standing are 
member organizations with current paid dues status and otherwise in good standing.  
 Number of Active Members = 42  Quorum = 10 
 

Quorum Achieved?  (YES)  /   (NO)  
 
NOTE:  
 All committees, both temporary and permanent, must report who their committee 
members are to the Board of Directors. 
 Most, but not all, committees should have at least 4 members. 
 Committee meetings must be posted in advance. 
 Committees are advisory and not autonomous. 
 Committee chair must provide written/email report to President on the status, activity 
and needs of the committee. 
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REPORTS 
OFFICERS REPORT  
Presidents Report Jack Coad 
Recording Secretary Minutes Rich Davenport  
Corresponding Secretary Report Diane Steel  
Membership Secretary Report Joe McAdams  
Treasurers Report Dave Rosner  

COMMITTEE REPORTS (5-10 minutes maximum) 
Teach Me to Fish Bob Avery and Tom Fisher 
Legislation & Lawsuits Pending Carl Leas 
Environment & Pollution Chuck Godfrey 
Small Game Dan Tone 
Waterfowl George Rockey 
Fundraising Jack Coad 
Law Enforcement Jeff Jondle 
Fish Report Jim Steel 
NYS Cons. Council Joe Fischer & Dan Tone 
Federation Website & Website Programs Joe McAdams 
Hunter Education Ken Delano 
Trapping Patti & Rick Wattengel 
Big Game Rich Davenport 
Resolutions to NYSCC Rich Davenport 
Archery, Crossbow Tom Fischer 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
Banquet Committee Ken Delano 
Budget and Finance David Rosner 
DEC Summer Camp Joe McAdams 
Elections and Nominations Fred Weymer 
Exhibits and Shows/Upcoming Events Amy Plecas 
Scholarship Program Amy Plecas 
Fish and Wildlife Management Chuck Godfrey 
Internal Controls Tom Fischer 
National Hunting and Fishing Day Diane Steel 
Youth Lifetime License Joe Fischer 
WNY Environmental Federation Dan Tone 
Sunshine Diane Steel 

 
** Meetings marked with an asterisk are tentative at this time.  
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January 22, 2026 Elma Conservation 
600 Creek Rd. Elma, NY 14052 

February 26, 2026 George Washington Club 
2805 Niagara St. Buffalo, NY 14207 

March 26, 2026 Evans Rod & Gun Club 
864 Cain Rd. Angola, NY 14006 

April 23, 2026 West Falls Conservation Society 
55 Bridge St. West Falls, NY 14170 

May 21, 2026 Erie County Conservation Society 
13319 Miller Rd. Chaffee, NY 14030 

June 25, 2026 Hamburg Rod & Gun Club 
3434 Hickox Rd. Hamburg, NY 14075 

July 23, 2026 Niagara River Station 
355 East River Rd. Grand Island, NY 14072 

August 2026 **FAIR NO MEETING ** 

September 10, 2026 Springville Field and Stream 
Chaise Rd. Springville, NY 14141 

October 8, 2026 Hawkeye Bowmen 
13300 Clinton Alden, NY 14004 

November 12, 2026 Southtowns Walleye Association 
5895 Southwestern Blvd. Hamburg, NY 14075 

December 17, 2026 ** Bison City Rod & Gun Club 
511 Ohio St. Buffalo, NY 14204 

 

  
New Business:   Old Business:  

-Committee Reorganization 
 
 

Committee assignments.  Please check with me 
or Joe McAdams for any assignment choice.  
Delegates, please make sure to share 
information with your club and club president.  
 
 

 
Good of the Organization / Shared News: 
 

   
Next month’s meeting: 
Hamburg Rod & Gun 3434 Hickox Rd. Hamburg, NY 14075 
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THANK YOU TO THIS MONTH’S SPONSOR ORGANIZATION 
50/50 DRAW WINNER  
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REPORTS 
President Report 
I wanted to thank all the members of the ECFSC and its member clubs for their support for the 
recent Erie County Public Meetings.  Things went as expected and I am hoping that we will have 
good news regarding our endeavors toward this new law at tonight's meeting. 
 
I want to thank all of those who responded in a timely manner to accomplish the goals I had 
assigned as we moved into the legislature to show our support for Minority Legislature's push for 
the 12/13 local law.  Special thanks to Diane Steel, Ken Delano, Joe Mc Adams,  Dave Rosner 
and all the other directors and board members who helped spread the work and helped us 
mobilize.  I thought it was impressive.   
 
Congratulations to all of our Erie County members who were elected to the NYS Outdoors Hall of 
Fame.  It was truly an honor to have these hard working individuals receive their just recognition. 
 
Recording Secretary 
Contact Information:  Being able to communicate with our membership is vital to our 
organization.  We have found recently that we have some missing or outdated contact 
information.  In an effort to improve on this, please provide your information for internal use 
only.  This will not be distributed or used outside the organization.  Joe will be adding a button on 
the Members Resources menu or you can fill out a paper form in person at the meetings (Thanks 
Tom for helping with this) when you sign in. 
 
New Software (Zeffy):  We used this new platform for the transportation sign ups for the county 
executive public hearing and it worked great. 
 
Membership 
We are voting on New York Backcountry Hunters and Anglers.  Club info: 
“A group for members and supporters of New York Backcountry Hunters & Anglers. Backcountry 
Hunters & Anglers is the sportsmen's voice for our wild pubic lands, waters and wildlife. 
Backcountry Hunters & Anglers is the only sportsmen’s conservation group focused on protecting 
big, wild country so important to America's hunting and fishing heritage. We want to make sure 
our kids and grandkids can experience the solitude, challenge and freedom of the backcountry, 
just as we have been able to enjoy. No one knows the ground better than our members and 
supporters, who wade the streams and climb the ridges. We focus on protecting and restoring 
security habitat and clean, free-flowing rivers from inappropriate development and motorized 
traffic. We do this through education, boots-on-the-ground knowledge and hard work.” 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/NewYorkBackcountryHunters/ 
 
Treasurer 
Reports will be sent via email. 
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TMTF 
Many thanks to Diane Steel and Joe McAdams for their help with updating the TMTF press 
release, posters, and website registrations.   I’d also like to thank Amy for providing information 
about Boston State Park and to, Ken Delano for providing the inspection on the Federation 
Trailer. 
 
For those of you that do not already know, due to dredging and maintenance, we had to find an 
alternate venue for the Tifft TMTF fishing clinic this year.  Our team explored several alternate 
ideas and venues.   We ultimately decided on Westwood Park as it provides the best opportunity 
for our event.  Their management was very receptive to our program with an unencumbered 
three-acre pond, ample parking, and restrooms.    
The media outlets have been re-notified and provided with the updated venue, poster, and press 
release. 
Westwood Park 
175 Pavement Road 
Lancaster, NY  14086 
 Date:  Saturday, June 13, 2026 
Time:  9:30 AM - 12:30 PM 
 
Last year, Joe McAdams prepared TMTF and Bobber decals for the Federation trailer.   Jim 
Chase, Tom Fischer, and I finally installed them today.    Pics are attached.   Our thanks to Joe for 
providing the decals!  

 
 
 
Legislation 
Update posted on website. 
 



DATE:  May 28, 2026 
Erie County Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs Inc. 
Board & General Meeting Agenda 
6:30 PM Directors Meeting, 7:00 PM General Meeting 

7 | P a g e  

Environmental Committee Report for 5/28/2026  
Asian Carp barrier – The Brandon Roads project has moved into the next phase.  See the press 
release below:   
NewsRelease_USACE awards Brandon Road Interbasin Project design contract.pdf  
2. STAMP PROJECT – Many groups continue their opposition.  
3. Trout Unlimited has issued its policy paper on Data Centers.  It only references cold 

water resources, as that is its specific purview, but many of the points could be made for ALL 
freshwater resources when expressing concerns.  Here is their policy statement if anyone 
would like to see it.  

TroutUnlimitedDataCenterPolicy_5_4_26.pdf  
 
Small Game 
Not much going on. 
 
Waterfowl 
No report. 
 
Fundraising 
No report. 
 
Law Enforcement 
No report. 
 
Fish Report 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) Emerald Shiner Fish Passage update. The 
construction site for those that don’t know is at Freedom Park on Unity Island along the Niagara 
River. The project consists of installing metal baffles on 700 feet of the seawall.The goal is to help 
the Shiners migrate upstream towards Lake Erie, helping support ecological health and forage 
base. Some testing has been done with the baffles that have already been installed to determine 
the current speed and how much it has changed. Cameras have been installed to watch the 
Shiner’s movement and they are also using lasers to give quantitative counts of movement 
through the site, to help determine the impact of the project. The project work is ongoing and is 
planned to be completed by December 2026. 
 
Invasive fish species - everyone knows about the real threat of the Asian Carp, which is the 
informal term used for Silver, Bighead, Grass and Black Carp, all non-native that are on the edge 
of moving into the Great Lakes. The Brandon Road Project in Illinois is designed to block the carp 
from the Great Lakes and is currently expected to be completed in 2032. Site preparation and 
initial excavation were completed in early 2025, and contracts for the next phases are being 
awarded this year. A new invasive fish now being watched by the DEC is the Blue Catfish which 
could become a major issue. They are already established in the nearby Delaware River and 
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Susquehanna watershed areas. They are non-native and disrupt ecosystems by occupying the 
same habitat and consuming the same food sources as the native species and ever devouring 
them. They are voracious, large apex predators with few natural enemies, some can grow to 
massive sizes up to over 100 pounds. A 10 pound female can produce over 20,000 eggs and 
eggs hatch in 3-6 days, luckily they only breed once a year. 
 
Fish consumption advice for Lake Erie Walleye and Perch has become a very hot topic as I stated 
it would be in one of my previous reports. New York State Dept. of Health has changed their 
guideline limits for PFAS (forever chemicals) in fish to a fifth of what it was last year, 4 meals 
(meal = 8 ounces) per month, now is 1 meal per month on both Walleye and Perch from Lake 
Erie. I questioned the DOH representative at the Lake Erie State of the Lake DEC presentation 
and was told nothing has changed. They just lowered their threshold. So NY is now 1 fish per 
month for consumption of walleye, most of our fish we catch migrate from Ohio and Pennsylvania 
whose guideline is 1 meal per week. Interesting facts I found out, fish tested by DOH are ground 
whole, not filleted or even gutted. I questioned our Lake Erie DEC about this and they are looking 
at doing some testing of prepared fillets, no head, no guts, no skin,no bones and no belly fat, just 
meat as walleye and perch are normally processed by anglers. Another interesting fact is that 
DOH doesn’t look at levels in dairy or livestock meat that we consume that’s EPA. DOH doesn’t 
monitor or advise or do anything with commercially caught fish either, just recreational. So where 
does our commercially caught Walleye come from, Canada, Lake Erie, same water, same fish. 
Canada advises 1 meal per week (commercial and recreational). I have been working on this 
issue with our Lake Erie Fisheries Unit and the Chief of the Bureau of Fisheries, who has 
promised they are working on a better understanding of the DOH advisory and trying to get better 
and more reasonable parameters. There is a lot more on this topic, this was just a scratch of the 
surface of this problem issue. Updates to come, 
Lake Erie Walleye and Perch Consumption Advisories (Same Water, Same Fish)  
 
Pennsylvania 1 meal per week    =   52 meals per year 
Ohio               1 meal per week    =   52 meals per year  (Perch 2 meals per week) 
Canada          1 meal per week    =   52 meals per year  (Perch 2-4 meals per week) 
New York        1 meal per month  =   12 meals per year 
 
Make it make sense, lots of questions. 
 
Respectfully, 
Jim Steel 
Fish Committee Chairman 
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NYSCC 
The official NYSCC resolutions booklet has been released. You can access it here -  
https://www.nyscc.com/2026-resolutions 
 and Joe will be adding it to the website under Members Resources.   
 
Take note that the NYSCC fall conference is the last weekend in August therefore the federation 
will need to vote on this in July.  Please discuss with your clubs and be prepared to submit your 
clubs vote at that time.  
 
Website 
Thanks to all providing content.  I am rebuilding the website in a new format and will work with the 
committee and officers to test. 

 
 
Hunter Education 
June 13, 2026 Hunter Safety Course 830am-430pm at Hawkeye Bowmen. 
June 14, 2026 Bow Safety Course 830am-430pm at Hawkeye Bowmen. 
Must register on DEC web site for classes. 
 
Trapping 
One more big fur auction in June at Fur Harvester's Auction House. Other than that there is 
nothing new. 
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Big Game 
Comment period for the big game proposed changes has closed. Council has submitted some  
comments as well.  
Deer harvest released. @ 227,000 total deer harvested, 120,000 antlered deer, 107,000  
antlerless (47%).  
Erie County Legislature passed the youth hunting bill, and Poloncarz delivered his promised  
veto.  
Be sure you contact the legislature and flood them with calls and letters to secure the override. 
 
Resolutions 
Call for resolutions. 
 
Crossbow 
Nothing new to report. 
 
Archery 
Larry Calleri West Falls Nothing new to report. 
Jack Coad Hawkeye will be holding their annual 5 week Kids Clinic starting June 29. All students 
must register and information can be found at https://www.hawkeyebowmen. Hawkeye had the 
honor of hosting the NYS Bowhunters Organization 3D Fundraising Event this past May 17. Lots 
of archers attended and it was a great event. 
 
Banquet 
Already planning on expanding the banquet. 
 
Budget and Finance 
Nothing to report. 
 
DEC Summer Camp 
Applications close in June.  Last camp date in August and almost filled. 
 
Elections 
Nothing to report. 
 
Exhibits/Shows 
Fair sign ups available.  Not many slots left. 
 
Scholarship 
Committee is reviewing applications. 
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FWMB 
No report. 
 
Internal Controls 
Trailer registration has be completed and in the door panel , Inspection is needed. Thanks to Ken 
Delano he took the trailer and had it inspected. . All TMTF Batteries have been charged and 
tested. All items left form NHFD were moved to the storage unit and added to the storage unit 
inventory. 
 
NHFD 
Joe is adding the sign up button for vendors to the website and then "invitations" will be sent out 
to vendors and clubs to sign up for the event.  Committee plans to meet at Elma Conservation 
Club on Monday, June 1st at 6:30pm to walk the grounds and have a brief meeting. 
 
YLTL 
This year’s raffle tickets   are available. See Tom Fischer if you want any.  Each club is asked to 
take 15 tickets or more. To date 15 clubs have got tickets. 
 
WNY Environmental 
No report. 
 
Sunshine 
A get well card was mailed to Barb Koenig (from Hawkeye). 
 
 


