DATE: Novenber 13, 2025

Erie County Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs Inc.
Board & General Meeting Agenda

6:30 PM Directors Meeting, 7:00 PM General Meeting

Southtowns Walleye Association
5895 Southwestern Bivd.

Hamburg, NY 14075
Meeting Order
* Silence all electronic devices and phones.
* Pledge to the Flag
* Roll Call of Officers:
O PresSident......o.iiiiiie e Jack Coad
(o T R VA o ¢ T =T o | RN Ken Delano
O 2™V PreSident ......ccevueeeiieeeeiee e Joe Fischer
Lo I B (== K U =T PP Dave Rosner
O Recording SECretarny ........ceeiiuiiiiii e Rich Davenport
O CorrespondiNg SECrEtaANy .....c.cuiuiuiieiiiieiiee et eens Diane Steel
O Membership Secretary.......ccoo i Joe McAdams
O Sergeant at AmS ...t Tom Fischer
Excused/Absent:
Excused Carl Leas, Rich Davenport

Absent

Quorum of member clubs:

Section-6. A Quorum: A quorum at a meeting of the voting members shall consist of twenty-five (25) per cent of the voting members
in good standing. Voting members in good standing are member organizations with current paid dues status and otherwise in good

standing. Number of Active Members = 42 Quorum =10

Quorum Achieved? (YES) / (NO)

NOTE:

)
0’0

All committees, both temporary and permanent, must report who their committee members are to the
Board of Directors.

Most, but not all, committees should have at least 4 members.

)
0’0

)
0’0

Committee meetings must be posted in advance.

*

Committees are advisory and not autonomous.

)
‘0

)
0’0

Committee chair must provide written/email report to President on the status, activity and needs of the
committee.
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OFFICERS REPORT
Presidents Report

Recording Secretary Minutes
Corresponding Secretary Report
Membership Secretary Report
Treasurers Report

DATE: Novenber 13, 2025

Erie County Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs Inc.
Board & General Meeting Agenda
6:30 PM Directors Meeting, 7:00 PM General Meeting

REPORTS

Jack Coad

Rich Davenport
Diane Steel

Joe McAdams
Dave Rosnher

COMMITTEE REPORTS (5-10 minutes maximum)

Teach Me to Fish

Legislation & Lawsuits Pending
Environment & Pollution

Small Game

Waterfowl

Fundraising

Law Enforcement

Fish Report

NYS Cons. Council

Federation Website & Website Programs

Hunter Education
Trapping

Big Game
Resolutions to NYSCC
Archery, Crossbow

SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Bob Avery and Tom Fisher
Carl Leas

Chuck Godfrey

Dan Tone

George Rockey

Jack Coad

Jeff Jondle

Joe Fischer

Joe Fischer & Dan Tone
Joe McAdams

Ken Delano

Patti & Rick Wattengel
Rich Davenport

Rich Davenport

Tom. Fischer

Banquet Committee
Budget and Finance

DEC Summer Camp
Elections and Nominations

Exhibits and Shows/Upcoming Events

Scholarship Program

Fish and Wildlife Management
Internal Controls

National Hunting and Fishing Day
Youth Lifetime License

WNY Environmental Federation
Sunshine

Ken Delano
David Rosner
Joe McAdams
Fred Weymer
Amy Plecas
Amy Plecas
Chuck Godfrey
Tom Fischer
Diane Steel
Joe Fischer
Dan Tone
Diane Steel
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DATE: Novenber 13, 2025

Erie County Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs Inc.
Board & General Meeting Agenda

6:30 PM Directors Meeting, 7:00 PM General Meeting

** Meetings marked with an asterisk are tentative at this time.

July 24, 2025 Niagara River Station

355 East River Rd. Grand Island, NY 14072
August, 2025 No meeting scheduled due to conflicts with staffing and the

County Fair.

September 11, 2025 Springyville Field and Stream

8900 Chaise Rd. Springyville, NY 14141
October 9, 2025 Hawkeye Bowmen

13300 Clinton St. Marilla, NY 14102
November 13, 2025 Southtowns Walleye Association

5895 Southwestern Blvd. Hamburg, NY 14075
December 18, 2025** Bison City Rod & Gun Club

511 Ohio St. Buffalo, NY 14202

New Business: Old Business:
NHFD Chairman — Diane Steel Nominations - second calling
Committee need volunteers

Good of the Organization / Shared News:

Timely receipt of Dues and more importantly — Correct updated contact information

Next month’s meeting:

( Dec. 18 mtg) Bison City Rod & Gun Club
511 Ohio St. Buffalo, NY 14202

THANK YOU TO THIS MONTH’S SPONSOR ORGANIZATION
50/50 DRAW WINNER
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DATE: Novenber 13, 2025

Erie County Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs Inc.
Board & General Meeting Agenda

6:30 PM Directors Meeting, 7:00 PM General Meeting

Committee Reports
PRESIDENTS REPORT
| hope everyone is out enjoying the beautiful weather in the woods chasing deer. As we are
getting ready for the November meeting, we have a few very important issues to address.
November will be our second call for Nominations. All offices and a few BOD positions are up
for elections. If you have ever thought about taking more of a role with the Federation,
please think of Nomination for any of the available positions.
| am also looking for volunteers to join the various committees. If you would like to volunteer
to sit as a chairman for any of the committees, please email me.
To all the delegates, please get the information to your clubs relative to the Federation dues
and update all the contact information for your club.

HUNTER EDUCATION
Nothing to report.

FUND RAISING
Still reviewing potential ideas for raising money. Nothing to report.

WEB SITE
Updating site to include email links for BOD and Committee Chairs.

MEMBERSHIP
All invoices mailed. Some checks have arrived and were given to the Treasurer.

DEC CAMP
Submission opening in the spring.

EXHIBITS/SHOWS
Sign ups for Expo at January meeting.

SCHOLARSHIPS
Will re-open January 1.
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DATE: Novenber 13, 2025

Erie County Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs Inc.
Board & General Meeting Agenda

6:30 PM Directors Meeting, 7:00 PM General Meeting

TMTF

Nothing new to report.

FWVIB
Harlem Road
e Project is currently in construction phase

Installation of new kayak launch occurring now

Construction of new handicap accessible fishing access platform still to come
Expected completion by the end of November; site is currently closed
Staffing Update

e \We have hired a new fisheries biologist to replace Scott Cornett at the Allegany office.

e \We are also currently in the process of hiring two yearly FWT2 positions — one for each
office. These will replace our current yearly FWT1 positions

Reintroducing Lake Sturgeon into Cattaraugus Creek

e On October 15% DEC, in partnership with the Seneca Nation of Indians and US Fish and
Wildlife Service, stocked 1,000 eight-inch lake sturgeon into Cattaraugus Creek for the
first time! This stocking represents the first step of a 25-year plan to reestablish a
spawning population of adult lake sturgeon in the creek. Following stocking these fish
will leave the creek and head to Lake Erie for several years before (hopefully) returning
to spawn as adults. Historically, Lake Erie supported at least 19 spawning populations of
lake sturgeon, including Cattaraugus Creek, but today only two populations remain. Due
to low populations, fishing for lake sturgeon is prohibited in New York State.

e (Capable of living more than 100 years, lake sturgeon are one of New York State’s largest
freshwater fish, sometimes reaching lengths of seven feet and weighing more than 300
pounds!

e For more information: Lake Sturgeon Management in New York
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https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdec.ny.gov%2Fthings-to-do%2Ffreshwater-fishing%2Ffisheries-management-research%2Flake-sturgeon-management/1/0101019a3bbe3c30-5a8f0125-b783-470a-afed-bb969ef2a352-000000/SPI-HP58H1N4JmT5fOFpQA-CTP8x7gC_qhZ8iwZk8Qg=429
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Erie County Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs Inc.
Board & General Meeting Agenda

6:30 PM Directors Meeting, 7:00 PM General Meeting

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE REPORT

Water Hemlock, the “most toxic plant in the U.S.” has been found in a park in Hamburg.
Details are in the link below. If you watch the video, the first part is an ad for Roswell Park

https://www.wkbw.com/news/local-news/southtowns/toxic-water-hemlock-discovered-at-
hamburg-park-prompts-safety-warnings

Here’s the latest on the Brandon Rd. Locks project to keep Asian carp out of the Great Lakes.
The Indiana governor did NOT sign the letter to Congress asking to maintain full funding.
Haven’t heard why.

https://www.wbez.org/environment/2025/10/20/illinois-carp-invasive-fish-great-lakes

There will be an Eighteenmile Creek Bank Stabilization and Floodplain Enhancement Project.

It is located primarily on the golf course in the Town of Hamburg. There will be a meeting of
the Technical Advisory Committee sometime between 11/18 and 12/2 to review the design
plan, which is at the “60%" level at the moment. I'll report back any details after the meeting.
It won’t improve any fishing where the project is located, being on a golf course, but by
stabilizing the banks, it should cut down on silt deposition downstream, enhancing whatever
spawning is taking place there.

1)  There have been 3 cases of tularemia reported in Region 9 this year. Two in
Chautauqua County in April, and one in Catt. Cty. in August, all in beavers.. The last reported
case in NYS was in Catt. Cty in a beaver in 2004. The most affected animals are normally
beavers, muskrats, rabbits and hares. | know when | was a kid we were taught to the livers of
all rabbits we shot for white spots on the livers. Haven’t seen that warning recently. The
disease can be spread through blood contact, ingesting flesh of infected animals, or tick bites.
Hunters and trappers obviously need to be very careful, but the tick bites could be a problem
for fishermen also.
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Erie County Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs Inc.
Board & General Meeting Agenda

6:30 PM Directors Meeting, 7:00 PM General Meeting

Here’s the excerpt from the DEC’s press release:

Protect Yourself from Tularemia This Fall

Three cases of tularemia have been diagnosed in beavers this year — one in Cattaraugus
County in August and two in Chautauqua County in April. Tularemia is rare in New York. Prior
to this year, the last documented case of tularemia in the state was in a beaver from
Cattaraugus County in 2004.

Tularemia, sometimes called rabbit fever or beaver fever, is a serious zoonotic disease caused
by infection with the bacteria Francisella tularensis. The most commonly affected wildlife
species are beavers, muskrats, rabbits, and hares. Tularemia is most commonly transmitted
by ticks but can also be transmitted by other insects or through blood or tissues of infected
animals through ingestion or aerosolization.

What can you do?

Trappers and hunters are at a higher risk of exposure to tularemia, especially those that
handle beavers, muskrats, or rabbits. Always wear gloves when skinning or handling any wild
animal and be sure to clean and disinfect hands and equipment thoroughly after any contact
with wildlife. Wild game meat should be cooked thoroughly before consumption. It also may
help to keep a log that includes dates of contact with wildlife in case of sickness.

Consult your physician if you experience the following symptoms and have been in contact
with wild beavers, muskrats, or rabbits or had a recent tick bite: high fever, progressive
weakness, anorexia and weight loss, or non-healing ulcerated wounds. Tularemia is treatable
with antibiotics, but prompt medical attention is critical to avoid serious illness.

Dead beavers, muskrats, or rabbits without an obvious cause of death may be reported to
DEC by calling 716-851-7010.

For more information on tularemia, visit the NYS Wildlife Health Program’s disease page
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Erie County Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs Inc.
Board & General Meeting Agenda

6:30 PM Directors Meeting, 7:00 PM General Meeting

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY REPORT

PO Box has been checked regularly. Some membership renewals were in the last batch of
mail. Contents were scanned and emailed to the appropriate parties, and the checks were
delivered to the treasurer.

A letter has been drafted for review to the DEC regarding Ischua Creek. It has been provided
to the environmental and fish committees for review along with the president.

SUNSHINE COMMITTEE REPORT
Jack notified me of the passing of Hope Melnyk’s mother (obituary attached). A sympathy
card was sent.

Deborah A. Lash

March 06, 1944 - October 28, 2025

LASH - Debarah A, 81, of Colver, passed away Oct. 28, 2025, Born March 6, 1944 in
Pottstown, daughter of the late Charles and Alvena Hampton. Survived by beloved, devoted
husband of 22 years, Thomas; children, Albert Thompson, Jr.; Judy (Mike) Kuzar; Hope (Gary)
Melnyk; Vicki (Edward) George; Mike (Jara) Lash; and Tina Lash; brother, Walter (Mary)
Hampton; and loving grandmother of 13 grandchildren and 10 great grandchildren; and
numerous nieces and nephews. Preceded in death by son, Thomas P. Thompson; and 7 siblings.
Deb was a lifetime member of the Ebensburg VPW Auxiliary and a member of the Ebensburg
American Legion Auxiliary. A special thank you to granddaughter, Alesha for all your patience
and care. Friends will be received from 4 p.m. until time of funeral service at & p.m. on
Wednesday, Nov. 5, 2025 at the Askew-Houser Funeral Homes, Inc., Ebensburg, Pastor Danielle
Kendig, officiating. Condolences may be left for the family at www.askew-houser.com
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Erie County Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs Inc.
Board & General Meeting Agenda

6:30 PM Directors Meeting, 7:00 PM General Meeting

CROSSBOW COMMITTEE
The New Crossbow regulations went in effective 8-27-25,
Hopefully they are all out hunting. “ GOOD BUCK!”

ARCHERY
Larry Calleri WFCS nothing new.
Jack Coad Hawkeye Bowman nothing new.

INTERNAL CONTROLS
A storage area inventory was completed on 10-7-25.
Trailer inventory will be scheduled in the future, weather permitting.

YOUTH LIFETIME LICENSE

All ticket sellers will be contacted to get progress of sales. Hopefully all tickets are sold. To
date 134 Erie County youths have received licenses, over 50K dollars. All ticket returns can be
brought to our monthly meetings 11-13-25, at Southtowns Walleye or contact me 716-864-
7047. Would like all tickets sold and returned ASAP. Deadline for returns is 12-1 25. Thanks to
all the clubs that have sold and returned their tickets.

TRAPPING

Columbus weekend marked the 14% year of Pat Arnold’s Youth Trapping Camps with 2
successful Camps, Rushford (Western) and Mandeville (Northern). Thanks to Camp director of
Rushford, Bob Schmit for another wonderful job organizing with DEC, NYSTA, 8 mentors, 23
campers, CCTA, ECTA and the kitchen help. His tireless efforts are appreciated by all! 13 new
campers received their Trapping Certificates. We sponsored new campers Lily and Liam, Jr.
Mentors, Hayden, and Trey. Kurtis returned for his 3™ yr. Jr. mentor, his brother Mack
returned 2" yr., Brayden and Dillon both returned 2" yr. campers.

These kids are doing exactly what Pat Arnold wished, by returning until they become a Jr.
mentor and eventually a Mentor. The kids caught raccoons, beavers, muskrats, possum, and
skunk. They also learned how to release animals on their 2" day check. They all enjoyed
learning trap preparation, fur handling skills and each made a weasel box to take home.
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The Stromecki Family donated a fur Skunk hat from Hoot’s Furs in memory of their son Ben
(2017 camper). The lucky winner of the hat was Lily. Her older brother Lucas won a hat 2

years ago. Lifetime memories were made that special weekend at Camp as the kids help carry
on the trapping tradition!

LEGISLATIVE
{Post online 11/13/25 due to length}
Please read this important information to keep informed.

NOMINATIONS

Nominations will continue. Please let Chairman Weymer know of anyone interested in
running.
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