March 4, 2023

Annual Awards and Recognition Banquet

The Erie County Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs, Inc. is an all-
volunteer charitable, non-profit organization that is dedicated to the

promotion of fish and wildlife conservation, education of outdoor
participants and related outdoor recreation.

Celebrated at Kloc’s Grove
1245 Seneca Creek Rd.
W Seneca, NY 14224




William “Big Bill™ Hilts

Erie County lost a true friend with the passing of William R. Hilts on
Dec. 12, 2022, just 6 days shy of his 91st birthday.

Hilts (also known as Big Bill, Bill, Sr. and
Old Bear) was the former outdoor writer
for the Buffalo Courier Express before it
folded in 1982. Prior to that he wrote for
the Niagara Falls Gazette.

Through the years he wrote for Fur-Fish-
Game Magazine, Great Lakes Fisherman
Magazine, Fins and Feathers Magazine
and was the editor of the North American
Bear Journal.

Hilts was also the long time editor of the NY State
Conservation Council Comments, the voice of the
state's Conservation Council.

He served as the delegate for the Council to the National Wildlife

Federation for more than 25 years, served on the Conservation Fund
Advisory Board, and was past president of the
Outdoor Writers Association of America and
the New York State Outdoor Writers
Association. He helped form the latter back in
1967. He was one of the pioneers for crossbow
usage in the state, as well as the use of
compound bows.

His late wife Sylvia passed away in 2018. It is
the end of an important outdoor communications era in WNY.

Rest in peace Big Bill!



CONSERVATION PLEDGE

I give my pledge as an American to
save and faithfully to defend from
waste the natural resources of my
country - its air, soil and minerals,

its forests, waters and wildlife.

DECLARATION OF SUPPORT FOR IMPROVING
LANDOWNER / SPORTSMEN RELATIONS

Sportsmen realize that without access to private lands and waters, their
hunting, fishing and trapping opportunities would be practically non-
existent. Landowners, both resident and absentee, recognize these
sportsmen activities as among the best and essential tools for the
management of wildlife.

Even though many landowners are also sportsmen, and many
sportsmen are also landowners, situations arise that often lead to
misunderstandings and friction between the two groups. These result
in a curtailment of recreational sportsmen's opportunities and the
accompanying waste of renewable resources.

Therefore, it is imperative that we recognize each others' problems and
interests, including the need to control crop damage. We should
establish and pursue a joint course of action to address commonly
shared and accepted goals. Identifying areas of concern and developing
solutions are paramount to protecting the rights of private property
owners while promoting public access to private lands and waters.

Congratulations to all of tonight's award recipients.
Joe McAdams — Program Book Editor for over 25 years

WWW.joemc.net
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[t was a good year..

Welcome back members and friends, it is good to have us all
together again’ It was a good year. Our membership is continuing
to increase. We were able to not only maintain but expand out
programs and outreach. Several grants and other fund raising
activities have resulted in a stable treasury.

Be thankful for the long serving members we have. Pause a moment
to reflect upon those we have lost.

It is good that sportsman and women are so committed to:
conservation, youth, habitats and wildlife. And are willing to work
and contribute for their growth and expansion. We work to increase
populations and improve habitats for the success of our wildlife and
fisheries.

Continuing our long term work with the NYSDEC fish and Wildlife
and program staff. Our real reward is in the smiling faces of those
we introduce to the outdoors and the lessons and knowledge we
share with them.

Irish Blessing:

‘May the road rise up to meet you. May the wind always be at your
back. May the sun shine warm upon your face, and rains fall soft
upon your fields.

Thank you, each and everyone of you.

Jeff Jondle-President ECFSC Inc.




FEDERATION OFFICERS

President .. ...... ...t Jeff Jondle
AldenRod & Gun

First Vice President .. ...... ... ... ... ... .. Frank Miskey Sr.

Elma Conservation

Second Vice President .. .......... ... ... ...... Cheryl Schenne
WNY Region 9 Sportsmen’s Education Instructors

Recording Secretary ......... ... ... ... ... Rich Davenport
WeloveOutdoors.net

Corresponding Secretary ..................... Roxann Ferazzoli
Hamburg Rod and Gun Club

Treasurer . ... Dave Rosner
Lake Erie Chapter - Federation of Fly Fishers

Membership Secretary . ...... ... ... ..o ... Frank Miskey Jr.
Elma Conservation/WNY Region 9

Sergeant-At-Arms . ........ .. .. i Tom Fischer
Lake Shore Sportsmens Club

FEDERATION DIRECTORS

2021 - 2023 2022 - 2024 2023 - 2025
Bob Avery Chuck Godfrey Tony Gonello
Fred Langdon Frank Miskey Jr. Hope Melnyk
Gary Melnyk Dan Tone George Rocky

Tom Fischer Greg Stomeki
Amy Plecas John Susz
MEemBER AT LARGE NYS Conservation CounciL
Joe McAdams Dan Tone

Joe Fischer




FEDERATION COMMITTEES

COMMITTEE COMMITTEE CHAIR
ARCHERY & BOWHUNTING .........cooiiiiiiiiina... Tom Fischer
BIGGAME ... Rich Davenport
CROSSBOW o Tom Fischer
ENVIRONMENT & POLLUTION .................oo.... Chuck Godfrey
FISH o Joe Fischer
HUNTER EDUCATION . ..... ..., Frank Miskey Sr.
TEACHMETO FISH CLINICS ................... Bob Avery,Tom Fischer
LAW ENFORCEMENT ... ... e Carl Leas
LEGISLATION . ... e e Carl Leas
MEMBERSHIP ... ... Frank Miskey Jr.
RESOLUTIONS ... e Rich Davenport
SMALL GAME . . .o Dan Tone
TRAPPING . ..oviiiiii e Patty Wattengel, Rick Wattengel
WATERFOWL ..o George Rockey
COMMITTEE COMMITTEE CHAIR
AWARDS ..o Frank Miskey Sr.
BANQUET ... e e Frank Miskey Jr.
BUDGET & FINANCE . ... ... e David Rosner
EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES ........... Cheryl Schenne, Amy Plecas
FUND RAISING ... Frank Miskey Jr.
FWMB Chuck Godfrey
INTERNAL CONTROLS ... ... ... ... Bob Avery, Tom Fischer
JOE JEMIOLO LIFETIME YOUTH LICENSE ................. Joe Fischer
NATIONAL HUNTING AND FISHING DAY ...R. Davenport / F. Miskey Jr.
NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS .................... Frank Miskey Jr.
PUBLIC INFORMATION & EXHIBITS .......... ... .. ... .. Amy Plecas
WEBSITE .. Joe McAdams,




WNY CLuBs

Alden Rod & Gun

Allied Sportsmen of WNY

Bison City Rod & Gun Club

Blasdell Rod & Gun Club

Boston Valley Conservation Society

Collin's Conservation Club

Crow's Nest Fishing Club

Deer Search of WNY

Depew Rod & Gun Club

East Aurora Fish & Game Club, Inc.

Eastern Lake Erie Charter Boat
Association

Eden-North Collins Gun Club

Elks Head Hunting & Fishing Club

Elma Conservation Club, Inc.

Erie County Bassmasters

Erie County Conservation Society

Erie County Trappers

Evans Rod & Gun Club

Finger Lakes & WNY Waterfowl
Association

George Washington Fishing &
Camping Club, Inc.

Glen-Coe Conservation Club

Grand Island Rod & Gun

Hamburg Rod & Gun Club, Inc.

Hawkeye Bowmen, Inc.
Holland Rod & Gun Club, Inc.
Lackawanna Conservation Club
Lake Erie Chapter-Fly Fishers
International
Lake Shore Sportsmen's Club
Millgrove Sportsmen's Club
Niagara Musky Association
Niagara Frontier Chapter N.W.T.F.
Niagara Frontier - Friends of the
NRA
Niagara River Angler's Association
Niagara River Station Fishing Club
NY Muskies Chapter 69
New York Walleye Association
Safari Club International - WNY
Southtown's Walleye Association, Inc.
Springville Field & Stream
We Love Outdoors
(www.weloveoutdoors.net)
West Falls Conservation Society
WNY Field Archers & Bowhunters
WNY Sportsmen's Association
Wood & Brook Sportsman's Club

WNY Region 9 Sportsmen Educators




FEDERATION HISTORY

The Erie County Federation of Sportsmen's Clubs, Inc. is the successor to the Erie County Sportsmen's
Alliance, Inc. which was an offshoot of a special committee formed by the Allied Sportsmen of Western
New York, Inc. The Alliance filed its certificate of incorporation with the Secretary of State June 20,
1940. Prior to that time the State Conservation Department was stocking pheasants and rabbits and they
would call a local club and request them to appoint some sportsmen to meet the Department truck at a
certain day and help in the liberation of the birds. This stocking was for the benefit of pheasant hunters.
As a result of this arrangement the County Sportsmen's Alliance was formed so that it would be easier to
get men throughout the county to assist in this program.

About this time another group was formed. This was called the Ways and Means Committee. The
purpose of this group was to review all conservation legislation, especially the fish and game laws and
other matters affecting fish and game of interest to the sportsmen and also all matters pertaining to our
natural resources.

These two organizations functioned for several years. The Ways and Means Committee affiliated with the
New York State Conservation Council. The Alliance prospered under the leadership of Stan Spisiak and
attempted to join the State Council, but was turned down because Ways and Means was the county
representative of the County Sportsmen. Soon the Ways and Means Committee was dissolved and
affiliated with the Alliance. In January 1956 the name of the Alliance was changed to the Erie County
Federation of Sportsmen's Clubs, Inc.

PAST PRESIDENTS

John Reimann 1940-1947 E. Rutecki 1974-1975
Ivan Root 1948 F. Martino 1976

Stan Spisiak 1949-1951 J. Bunz 1976-1978
Ray Kelley 1952 J. Pionessa 1979-1981
George Wolff 1953 W. Thurber 1982

Tom King 1954-1955 D. Kowalski 1982 1/2 Pro Temp
Larry Beach 1956 C. Rechlin 1983-1990
Wilford Feltz 1957 Dan Tone 1991-1992
M. Turner 1958-1960 Don Kill 1994-1999
D. Mitchell 1961-1962 Kent Kruse 2000-2003
W. Wittek 1963-1964 Chuck Godfrey 2004-2007
R. Hoover 1965-1966 Stephen J. Aldstadt 2008-2010
H. Woodward 1967-1968 Chuck Godfrey 2011 - 2016
T. Cichocki 1969 Joe McAdams 2017-2018
G. Walper 1970-1971 Jeff Jondle 2019-present
A. Mosher 1972-1973

PAsT NYS CoNSERVATION COUNCIL

Lyle Findley 1940-1972 Dan Tone 1995-2000
John Bunz 1973-1981 Joe Fischer 2001-2018
Charles Rechlin 1983-1992 Dan Tone 2011-2022
Lee Gallant 1993-1994

PAsT FisH & WILDLIFE REPRESENTATIVES

Joseph Pionessa 1981-1982 Bob Church 2001-2007
Michael Fabian 1983 Paul Stoos 2008-2015
David Kowalski 1984-1989 Chuck Godfrey 2015-Present
Dean Hammer 1990-1993

Dan Tone 1994-2000




AWARDS

Presented by Frank Miskey Sr.

Club of the Year
Dedicated Service Award
Lifetime Achievment
Paul J Stoos Volunteer of the Year
President’s Award
President’s Special Recognition Award
Public Servant Award
Public Service Award
Stanley Spisiak Conservation Award
Youth Award
Young Youth Award

Supporting Sportsmen and the
community for over 68 years.

Chicken BBQ
Save the date
August 2/, 2023










Bison City Rod
& Gun Club

511 Ohio St.
Buffalo, NY 14204
716.855.1139

https://www.facebook.com/BisonCityRodandGunClub/

We Support the
Erie County
Federation of Sportsmen
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dsiepiersk@aol.com
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Locnte you:

to the Erie County Federation of

Sportsmen’s Clubs, Inc. for this
special recognition of Scott Bieler
for all his charitable contributions
to the community.

12



13



Congratulations Erie County Federation of
Sportsmen’s Clubs award recipients.

Erie County Legislator Jim Malczewski and
Modern Decks & Railings

14



23

15



16



17



2023 Calendar of Events

Archery Shoots Schedule:

Alaskan Shoot

March 25th and 26th 2023

Wild Aninmal Shoot

April 15th 2023

Spring Thaw Primative Shoot

Traditional Shoot

April 21st - April 23rd 2023
August 17th - 20th 2023

Labor Day Shoot

September 4th 2023

Ladies Only “Fun’damental Archery Clinic
Thursdays 5:45 pm - 8:00 pm
May 18
May 25
o
June 8
June 15

June 22

Youth Archery Clinic
Mondays 6:00 pm - 8:30 pm

June 19
June 26
July 10 Cost $10 for 5 weeks.
July 17 Boys and Girls 10-15
July 24

ERIE COUNTY CONSERVATION SOCIETY, INC.
13319 Miller Road ¢ Chaffee, NY 14030
(716) 537-3120

www.eccs-club.org

Vice President

2023 Officers

Charles Metz Jr.
Raymond Gerwitz

Donna Metz

General Meetings and Directors Meetings:

2nd Monday of each month

18



DEER SEARCH OF WNY INC.
LEASHED TRACKING DOG SERVICE
100% VOLUNTEER-SERVING ALL OF

REGION 9
NEW MEMBERS WELCOME
Call 716.648.4355

I DEER SEARCH of WNY I .. .
or visit our website

www.deersearchwny.org
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NEW YORK IS NOT S.A.F.E.!
FIGHT HOCHUL!
PRESERVE YOUR SECOND
AMENDMENT RIGHTS!

Paid for by The 1791 Society Political Action
Committee, Carl A. Leas, Treasurer
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HorseSerenity
Equine Massage Therapy & Blanket Repair

Punky (Cheryl) Schenne
Certified Equine Massage Therapist

Holland, NY

cell/text 631.495.4947
home 716.222.4147
mssfire@aol.com

NOW SERVING:

Angus leserve Deef:

90 Day Grain Fed Before Processing
YOU WILL TASTE THE DIFFERENCE!

THE DOG BAR

6 miles south of Orchard Park on Rte 240

WEST FALLS, NY

Open for Dinner Thursday thru Saturday 5:00pm
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GEORGE WASHINGTON

FISHING & CAMPING CLUB
2805 Niagara Street ® Buffalo, NY 14207

2023 OFFICERS

President .............coiiiiiiiiai.. James McDonald
Vice President . ...........cciviiinninn... Kevin Hans
Treasurer . ... .. John Franke
Financial Secretary ....... ... . ... . ... ..., John Edick
Recording Secretary ................ ... . ... Bill Sauer
Bar Steward . ....... ... .. i Tom McDonald
Sergeant-at-Arms . . ......... ... . ... ... Danny Redden
DIRECTORS
CJ Shelvay Mike Jacokib
Tom Dunne Bob Kulick
Adam Witmeier Joe Rice
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Ron's parents bought the Dog Bar in 1941,
previously living in Buffalo where he was born
on Lemon Street in 1929.

His accomplishments growing up and in life

are many, leaving school in the 8th grade to

begin cooking at the Dog Bar. He joined the

Air Force in 1950 to follow his older brother

Harold's footsteps and was married to Nancy

Whitmyer in 1951. They had 3 children, Ron Schenne 1929 - 2022
John, Cheryl (known to many as Punky) and David, and upon getting out of the
service in 1954 settled back in West Falls.

He always worked constantly, at the Dog Bar, for others and himself. He opened a
sports shop in West Falls, and then started doing landscaping with his company JR
Tree Company, which also branched out into doing demolition work.

Everybody knew Ron, far and wide. He was a fixture in the community, being
heavily involved with the West Falls Fire Company which he had joined at the age
of 20 and was a past commissioner with them for years. He and his partners built
what is now the current West Falls Fire Company hall. He always knew more about
what was going on in West Falls than anyone, and many called him the "Mayor" of
West Falls, always extremely opinionated and always with a joke.

Being an Air Force veteran himself, he was heavily involved with anything that
involved Veterans, and was the person that started the Veterans Memorial in West
Falls, spearheading the entire project, seeing it to completion and to what is today,
a fixcure in West Falls loved by all. After his parents passed he took over
management of the Dog Bar with his second wife Linda, and it is family run to this
day. Ron was a fixture at the end of the bar, welcoming all and offering a warm
greeting to everyone that dined at the restaurant and making them feel welcome,
always with a comment and always with a corny joke. He was known, loved and
highly respected by hundreds in West Falls and beyond.

Ron was an avid hunter, fisherman and life member of West Falls Conservation
Society. He passed at the age of 93 in 2022 and leaves a legacy that will never be
surpassed. He is sorely missed, but we know he is soaring high above us watching to
make sure that all his efforts are passed on for generations.

| miss gou Dad — Love Punky



S&S Taxidermy is WNY’s “Friendliest Gun Shop”

We buy & sell all makes and models of handguns, rifles, shotguns, and
muzzleloaders. We also service what we sell, and in today’s world that is difficult
to find. Stop in, have a cup of “joe”, and take a look. If what you want is not
stock; we’ll order it up. We can get whatever your needs in just a day or so in
most cases.

Our Used Firearms are Gunsmith Certified. All of our used firearms are
cleaned, safety inspected, and test fired to ensure that they are performing at

their finest BEFORE being offered for sale to you.

Products include: Gunsmithing services:
Blackpowder Custom Rifles
Ammunition Custom Shotguns
Jacketed bullets
Lead bullets
Cartridges
Gun parts and accessories
Pistols
REINEY
Rifles
Modern blackpowder rifles
Traditional blackpowder rifles
Shotguns
Air rifles

General Gunsmithing
Bluing & Plating
Stock modification

INDOOR WE BUY
ARCHERY USED GUNS
RANGES GUN SALES
3D & DART & SERVICE

. PAINTBALL
ARCHERY PRO SHOP L.L.C. SUPPLIES

BRIAN P. STEDMAN



